The MS Access NEI Input Format (NIF) Shell

The MS Access data base contains the tables (or records) that make up the NEI Input Format. The data
base contains 8 tables for point sources, 5 tables for area sources, 3 tables for mobile sources, and 2
tables for biogenic sources. The MS Access data base is acomplete shell of the NEI Input Format, it is
not ashell of the EPA's NEI Oracle data base(s). The MS Access shell does not contain any data, only
empty tables. The MS Access shell does include data element descriptions and data eement vaidation
rules to enforce mandatory data fields and relationships between the various tables/ records of the NIF.

The ‘design view' for each table in the M'S Access shdll has been developed in amanner to reinforce data
entry according to the NIF specifications. 1n addition, an Export Specification has been developed and
saved with each table to help ensure that the files exported from the shell database adhere to the Format
versoninuse. To maintain this consistency, do not alter the shell in any way.

* Seethe special instructions below on how to use the Export Specificationsthat areincluded
with the shell data base*. After data export, each resulting text file should be checked to
confirm that the data file adheresto the NIF specifications of theversion in use.

There are two primary usesfor the NIF asa MS Access database. Firgt, it can be used as additiona
documentation of the NEI Input Format (Documentation of the NIF is adso available in Excel). Second, it
can be used to load data from an externd State or loca system . Dataloaded into these tables could then
be exported to ASCI| text filesand sent to EPA. A third potentid useisto use this data base shell asthe
preliminary design for a State or local system.

EPA will update this data base shell with any changes made to the NEI Input Format. EPA will aso
answer questions related to the implementation of the NEI Input Format in this data base file type. EPA
does not intend to provide support for State or local agencies that use thistool to build an emisson
inventory system.

* Specid Ingruction for using the MS Access Export Specifications

File > Save As/ Export .....

> To an Externd File or Database (Set filename and path; Sdlect File type = Text [*.txt])

> Export  (Export Text Wizard appears)

> Fixed Width

> Advanced

> Specs... (Hereiswhere we have saved the export specsfor youto use. Select and Open  the
Export Spec for the table you are exporting from.)

7. >OK  (Sdecting ok exports the table data as a .txt file using the custom export specsand ~ saves
it with the name and path specified to step 2.)
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